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DAQS is a company that is committed to 

providing the flexibility of services that 

construction clients demand. 

 

The service offered range from general quantity 

surveying and pro-active project control advice 

through to expert witness services embracing 

forensic quantity surveying, delay analysis and 

specialist accountancy advice. 

 

Terms of engagement and charge out rates 
 

Provided on request in relation to specific 

projects. DAQS rates are competitively priced for 

the services provided. 

 

Practice Facilities 
 

The practice is supported by state of the art 

computing facilities and premises which provide 

ample support for commissions and clients' 

requirements. 

 Roy Pickavance 
BSc FRICS FCIOB FCIArb –  

Director and Principal Consultant 

email: arp@daqs.co.uk 

Roy is a Construction Consultant 

providing claims advice and Expert 

Witness services in quantum and delay 

analysis. A forensic quantity surveyor, 

Roy has in excess of 25 years' 

experience dealing with disputes in the 

construction industry and is frequently 

appointed to provide expert quantum and delay analysis evidence 

in court and arbitrations. He is a member of the Society of 

Expert Witnesses, is registered in the Law Society’s Directory of 

Experts and a member of the RICS Panel of Expert Witnesses. He 

has been appointed to the following panels of Construction 

Industry Adjudicators - RICS, CIC, CIOB, CIArb,T5. 

He entered the quantity surveying profession in 1963 and has 

been a partner in an architects and quantity surveyors practice 

and a multidisciplinary practice. He has worked for a Local 

Authority and held the post of Senior Lecturer at the University 

of Central England. He has been a director of a group of 

construction companies and a consultant to an international firm 

of construction consultants. He has both UK and international 

experience in the petrochemical and transport industry as well as 

mechanical & electrical engineering services and general 

construction works. He acts as an expert in respect of delay 

analysis as well as quantum disputes and considers himself to be 

at the forefront of forensic delay analysis and the understanding 

and interpretation of delay and disruption claims utilising modern 

techniques. He specialises in delay analysis and the development of 

computer based systems for record keeping and the forensic 

analysis of accounting and construction data in relation to 

prolongation and disruption disputes as well as rapid response to 

adjudication issues. He frequently lectures to qualified 

professionals at Mid-Career Conferences. 

   

Steve Wrate 
BSc FRICS – Director and Senior Consultant 

email: rsw@daqs.co.uk 

Steve is a Chartered Quantity 

Surveyor with in excess of thirty 

years mainstream quantity surveying 

experience. 

He has worked for a major retailer 

on a nationwide basis and in Private 

Practice. 
Between 1985 and 1996 he was a quantity surveying partner in 

a large multidisciplinary practice with offices throughout the 

UK before becoming a founder member of DAQS. 
He has experience in dealing with all aspects of quantity 

surveying services on behalf of both public and private Clients 

and providing advice on suitable procurement methods. 
He has experience in leading major projects, acting as a site-

based Construction Manager for fast track package 

construction projects and as an Employer’s Agent for Design 

& Build Projects. 
His expertise provides a focus for all aspects of non-

contentious quantity surveying services. 

 John McShane 
AICOB AAPM – Director and Senior Consultant 

email: jms@daqs.co.uk 

John is a Construction Planning 

Engineer, Delay Analyst and Forensic 

Planning Consultant providing expert 

witness services and dispute resolution 

support in litigation, arbitration, 

adjudication and mediation. 

He has extensive experience in project 

planning and coordination on construction and engineering 

contracts in tender planning, contract planning and progress 

monitoring. 

He provides delay analysis and expert forensic planning advice 

and reports in the avoidance and resolution of disputes.  

He prepares and presents expert evidence for matters in 

adjudication, arbitration and litigation.  

He has given expert evidence in arbitration.   

He has a full knowledge and understanding of computer based 

planning Systems including Power Project, Plantrac, Openplan and 

Primavera. 

http://www.japickavance.co.uk/english/projectqsservices.html
http://www.japickavance.co.uk/english/projectqsservices.html
http://www.japickavance.co.uk/english/disputeexpertwit.html
http://www.japickavance.co.uk/english/DisputeDelayAnalysis.html
http://www.japickavance.co.uk/english/projectacctgsupp.html
mailto:arp@daqs.co.uk
mailto:rsw@daqs.co.uk
mailto:jms@daqs.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Phillip Burton 
BA MA – Director  and Senior Consultant 

email: plb@daqs.co.uk 

Phillip is a Computing Consultant 

providing expert services in the 

development of computer systems 

and data analysis. 

Phillip has been involved with 

computing since the advent of 

personal computers. 

Apart from his general expertise in the use, development and 

programming of spreadsheets, he has specialist expertise in 

the development and programming of database systems 

which, apart from being essential to quantum and delay 

analysis, are suited to non-contentious control and 

management systems as well as dispute resolution scenarios. 

His expertise enables the practice to assist its clients in 

developing and maintaining up to date and pro-active systems 

to help control and monitor the day-to-day activities of 

construction projects, as well as retrospective delay analysis. 

He has also developed expertise and programmes to 

catalogue, process and control electronic data, large 

quantities of paper or electronic data for structured analysis 

and investigation. 

 

 Malcolm Trusler 
FRICS (Retired) – Principal Consultant 

email: mst@daqs.co.uk 

Malcolm has over 46 years’ experience 

in the construction industry, both in 

the UK and internationally, and was a 

Fellow of the Royal Institution of 

Chartered Surveyors until 2007, when 

he retired. 

Malcolm currently provides 

contractual, commercial and strategic consultancy to major UK 

construction organisations. Prior to this he was Chief Quantity 

Surveyor for John Laing Plc and a Main Board Director of John 

Laing Construction Ltd, responsible for approximately 500 

professional staff, having been with Laing for 26 years. 

He has wide experience in contractual and commercial resolution 

of disputes relating to all types of construction worldwide, 

including those involving arbitration and litigation. He has also had 

considerable involvement in the settlement of substantial 

insurance-related claims, and in procurement issues. 

He is currently involved in providing advice and the preparation of 

a number of substantial adjudication referrals embracing complex 

liability and quantum issues. 

 

Sonal Jogi 
BEng PGDip Law – Senior Consultant 

email: sj@daqs.co.uk 

Sonal is a Construction Consultant 

with 20 years background in the 

construction industry encompassing 

site engineering, project 

management and currently 

construction advisory services 

specializing in delay analysis and 

construction claims.  

Sonal’s current position as a Construction Consultant / 

Forensic Planner has entailed gaining experience in all forms 

of dispute resolution processes including litigation, 

arbitration and adjudication which has involved Expert 

Witness appointments and completing due diligence/risk 

analysis reports over a 11 year period. The reports prepared 

have been concerned with building, mechanical & electrical 

and civil engineering projects.  

Experience of living and working abroad has been gained over 

4 years in the Caribbean, SE Asia, Australia, the Middle East 

and Europe.  

Academic studies include that in Civil Engineering and Law. 

Past experience demonstrates ability to work effectively 

independently or as part of a team. 

 Steve Rogerson 
MSc HND ACIOB – Senior Consultant 

email: sr@daqs.co.uk 

Steve has been involved in construction 

since 1967, from which time and until 

2003 he worked for the Henry Boot 

Group. 

He was the Midlands Regional Quantity 

Surveyor from 1982 for 16 years, dealing 

with projects from a variety of market sectors and of varying 

project size, and was responsible for securing claim and final 

account settlements in the company’s best interests for all work 

undertaken by the Region. 

Until 2003, he was exclusively involved in the settlement of 

project disputes throughout the UK involving quantum and delay 

matters and requiring detailed forensic analysis. 

His wide experience provides an excellent platform to address 

most financial and contractual issues which arise during the 

construction process. 
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DAQS is a company that is committed to 

providing the flexibility of services that 

construction clients demand. 

 

The service offered range from general quantity 

surveying and pro-active project control advice 

through to expert witness services embracing 

forensic quantity surveying, delay analysis and 

specialist accountancy advice. 

 

Terms of engagement and charge out rates 
 

Provided on request in relation to specific 

projects. DAQS rates are competitively priced for 

the services provided. 

 

Practice Facilities 
 

The practice is supported by state of the art 

computing facilities and premises which provide 

ample support for commissions and clients' 

requirements. 

 Dave Starr 
BSc FCIOB – Senior Consultant 

email: das@daqs.co.uk 

Dave is a professional Project Manager 

with more than 30 years experience in 

the construction industry including 

periods in Canada and Europe.  During 

this time he has gained considerable 

experience of leading and managing 

teams involved in both design and 

construction activities under a full range of contract formats 

including Construction Management and Design & Build working 

for client and contracting organisations.  

He has amply demonstrated his ability to liaise and co-ordinate 

with all levels and disciplines throughout client organisations and 

delivery teams to produce completed projects of the required 

quality, within budget and on program. 

As a professional Project Manager, during 10 of his first 15 years 

in the construction industry, he gained significant direct 

experience in the day to day management of complex project 

works on site through involvements on a number of significant 

projects including several refurbishment appointments. 

During his last 15 years he has gained further senior management 

experience of leading and managing teams involved in the Design, 

Design & Management, and Design & Construction of complex 

projects for both contracting and client organisations. 

He has extensive first hand experience of design development 

approval and coordination requirements, controlling the 

demanding interfaces encountered on unique and innovative 

projects and the timely identification of critical issues for 

project completions. 

 

Paul Hammett 
BA FCMA FIMgt AIMC – Senior Consultant 

email: ph@daqs.co.uk 

Paul is a Chartered Management 

Accountant who specialises in 

Systems, Stock Control and Forensic 

Accountancy. 
He has significant expertise at plc 

level where between 1981 and 1997 

he held the position of financial director within the operating 

divisions of two group plc’s. 
Since 1997 he has provided consultancy services which 

include the preparation of budgets/forecasts/monthly, annual 

accounts and audits, implementation and review of accounting 

and management information systems, advising on business 

development and profit improvement programmes and 

assessment of the effectiveness of control procedures. 
He has provided services to a variety of companies including a 

major railway reconstruction group and has been appointed to 

undertake forensic investigations and report on potential 

frauds and the implementation of corrective actions. 

His expertise provides support to the services provided by 

the practice when access to and analysis of accounting data is 

required. 

 Kay Price, Debbie Ince and 
Suzanne Pickavance  
Office Administrations 

email: mail@daqs.co.uk 

Kay, Debbie and Suzanne are trained, 

experienced administrators dealing with 

all aspects of office administration. 

 

 

http://www.japickavance.co.uk/english/projectqsservices.html
http://www.japickavance.co.uk/english/projectqsservices.html
http://www.japickavance.co.uk/english/disputeexpertwit.html
http://www.japickavance.co.uk/english/DisputeDelayAnalysis.html
http://www.japickavance.co.uk/english/projectacctgsupp.html
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